
T h e  P o r t l a n d  M o n i t o r
S u m m e r  2 0 2 2

A publication of The Creative Outlet, Inc., Portland, Oregon

Neutral ,  No Brakes
a novel  by

Patrick Howard

Available at the Amazon Kindle Store.
Click here for Amazon.com

The town of Morley lies in the path of an approaching 
juggernaut, driven by a scheming mayor and his mer-
ciless realtor girlfriend. Nearly every block in down-
town Morley has been condemned through eminent 
domain for redevelopment. Morley Plaza, a humble 
strip mall about to be swallowed up by an influx of 
new money, is ground zero for this existential threat.
 
Lawlessness, neglect, and exploitation foretell a des-
olate future for the embattled town, but Morley’s col-
orful inhabitants resolve to confront their shared and 
private struggles. Each seeks redemption and mean-
ing as they wrestle with matters of personal respon-
sibility, sexual identity, and the anguish of choosing 
between self-preservation and loyalty to those they 
love. Their uplifting stories reflect the complexity of 
human relations and the threads that connect them.
 
Based on true events, Neutral, No Brakes addresses 
contemporary issues of gentrification, homelessness, 
political expediency, and their effect on persons of-
ten overlooked by society. It bears witness to the 
value of strong community and economic justice. 

The story of a fading town, overcome by corrupt poli-
ticians and backroom deals, and a committed band of 

quirky souls intent on saving it...

The Green Mill Press is a project of CreativeOutletPortland.org.

https://www.amazon.com/Neutral-No-Brakes-Patrick-Howard-ebook/dp/B0B1ZBVLXF/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3D38PLTDG67Z4&keywords=neutral%2C+no+brakes+howard&qid=1656793459&sprefix=neutral%2C+no+br%2Caps%2C1926&sr=8-1
https://GreenMillPress.org
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Raleigh Hills
Home For Sale
Beautiful Bauman-built 
home in the Broadmoor 
neighborhood, 3 bedroom, 3 
bath, fireplace, “granny flat” 
finished basement with sepa-
rate entrance, large yard with 
fruit trees, mature landscap-
ing, 2 driveways, 2 garages. 503.292.7794

503.984.0163

1963 Classic Portland Home
Minutes from downtown.

Walk to schools, librar y, park,

P lanet Fitness and excellent

shopping:

Fred Meyer, New Seasons,Walgreens.

On the bus line.


